GO GREEN DECLARATION
Despite the multitude of initiatives undertaken by many governmental, business, and civil society institutions, Ukraine still faces a number of significant environmental challenges, such as:

· high energy intensity (it is several times higher than in the countries of Western Europe);

· low quality of natural water and limited access to quality drinking water;

· high level of waste disposal (both of industrial and household with the growth of consumer culture);

· deterioration of soil quality;

· salient aftermaths of the Chernobyl Nuclear disaster.

This Declaration calls for concerted efforts and collective actions from all sectors of society to transform Ukraine into a state with high level of environmental consciousness and builds on Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, Global Compact Principle (7) Businesses should support a precautionary approach to environmental challenges; (8) Undertake initiatives to promote greater environmental responsibility and (9) Encourage the development and diffusion of environmentally friendly technologies as well as on the Millennium Development Goal 7 on environmental sustainability, and is informed by the principles of:

1. Ecological awareness
Environment does not have borders and all countries in the world, Ukraine included, are dependent on the ecological resources of the planet, with the effect that their protection is of prime importance to achieve clean, healthy and safe environment for all.
2. Sustainability
Organizations, endorsing the Declaration, believe that current processes of interaction with the environment should be pursued with the idea of keeping natural environment as pristine as possible for future generations, therefore assuming the responsibility of introducing necessary changes into all their operations and activities; 
3. Precautionary principle

Where knowledge is limited, organizations, signing up to the Declaration, will take the path of caution in order to secure abundance of the natural resources both locally, in Ukraine, and globally. First-do-not-harm should become the modus operandi of all organizations in their interaction with nature.
4. Democratic participation

Organizations’ commitment to endorse the Declaration is a self-imposed, voluntary initiative, which aims at fostering environmental well-being on the country level and globally.
With this declaration organizations, endorsing it publicly, commit to think globally and act locally in order to improve their environmental performance, affirm their responsibility to one another, to the greater community of life and to future generations, and therefore declare:
We, the business and civil society leaders of Ukraine,
United in our awareness that environment protection is the practice of the organization taking care of it future
Recognising that environmentally-friendly performance goes beyond the image of the organization and becomes part of its direct responsibilities
Asserting the need for changes in our attitudes and behavioural patterns at work and outside working environment

Commit to improve environmental performance in the following key-areas:

· Energy efficiency
· Water conservation
· Pollution reduction
· Effective waste management 
· Carbon footprint control
Realizing that that environmental involvement of the organization starts with its office, we commit to apply basic green office guidelines, thus encouraging all employees to turn the environment principles into action in their day-to-day work and private lives. 

This requires:
· Using environmentally friendly practices in the following operations: purchasing for the office, resources usage and utilization

· Preserving resources such as energy, water and paper in the office

· Creating reuse and recycling culture at the workplace. Apply the rule of 3 Rs: reduce, reuse and recycle

· Investing in energy saving equipment for the office

· Making non-office premises also environmentally-friendly

· Reducing organizations’ ( including its employees’) travel impact

· Avoiding toxic and hazardous substances

In order to invite more organizations to sign the Declaration, we the undersigned will popularize the initiative among our partners, as well as all stakeholders and share actively experience and challenges of implementing the provisions of the Declaration with all the stakeholders. We also will report on the progress made in the area of environment protection via all available channels of communication (including non-financial report of the organization). 
Signatories:

